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Viewing The Movie Up Teaching Module

MODULE DESCRIPTION

This module will wrap up our semester of introduction to gerontology. For this module you will watch the film Up (2009). Components of this module include:

1.  Viewing of film Up (2009)

2.  Written assignment related to the film

3.  Participation in discussion forum related to the assignment

4.  Evaluation of the module

Objectives--

By the conclusion of this learning module, students should be able to:

1.  Dispel common myths and stereotypes about the aging process and older adults 

2.  Apply social theories of aging

3.  Discuss special issues in aging, including loss and bereavement and intergenerational relationships
4.  Examine and challenge own attitudes towards these issues with this population

Film

Rent or purchase the film, Up (2009). Be sure to do this in advance to avoid missing the assignment. Netflix (www.netflix.com)is a quick way to rent and view films but you will need a membership (you can do a free trial!). It is scheduled to be released on DVD on November 10, 2009.

It is an excellent film and highlights many of the issues in this course (the aging process, older couples, intergenerational relationships, etc). It is also animated!

If you have already seen the film, please watch it again.

Questions for UP
Please answer the following questions as part of this written assignment. Be sure that your answers incorporate course and session readings, powerpoints, and the film. The assignment can be pasted into ecampus or uploaded as an attached document.

Questions:

Please answer the following questions as part of this written assignment. Be sure that your answers incorporate course readings, powerpoints, and the film. If possible, please copy and paste answers into the textbox in ecampus. If that is not possible, you may upload and attach a document. Be sure to include the question text as well.

Questions:

1.  What do you consider to be the major themes of the film and why?

2.  How are the positive and negative images of aging portrayed in the film?

3.  Return to the Myths and Facts on Aging and identify the myths or stereotypes that are shown in the movie?

4.  Return to the Successful Aging Paradigm (Hooyman and Kiyak, Ch. 6) and discuss Carl's situation (physical and functional health, cognitive functioning, active involvement with society).

5.  Identify at least 2 social theories of aging (Hooyman and Kiyak, Ch. 8) and apply them to Carl's behavior and motivations.

6.  Discuss the concept that the movie is a tale about grief and regret, purposes lost, and rediscovered.

7.  Return to Hooyman and Kiyak, Chapter 13 and discuss Carl in terms of his process of mourning and widowhood.

8.  Discuss the relationship between Carl and Russell. What important lessons do they teach each other? What implications does their friendship have for intergenerational relationships?

9.  What impact has this film had on your understanding of older adulthood?

10. What impact has this course had on your understanding of older adulthood?

* Hooyman, N. R., & Kiyak, H. A. (2009) Social gerontology:  A multidisciplinary 
perspective (8th ed.).  Boston:  Allyn & Bacon.
*Some questions adapted from an assignment by Dr. Adrian Kok, Dominican University
Share 3 Discussion Forum

This activity will include a discussion forum related to your written assignment on the film and readings. You are expected to post your ideas as well as read and respond to the postings of your peers. This will be done in a small group discussion format. To access the discussion, click on Discussions under Course Tools (on the left) then select Finishing Up. You can also select the link below.

This is a "threaded" discussion. Users post and reply to messages. Replies that are associated with the same post are grouped together, creating message threads that can be expanded and collapsed.

Protocol for posting threads and contributing to the discussion are as follows:

* Address all of the discussion questions.

* Postings should be evenly distributed during the discussion period (not concentrated all on one day or at the beginning and/or end of the period).

* Initial postings (not responses to postings of others) should address each question and be a minimum of one short paragraph and a maximum of two paragraphs (for each question).

* Avoid postings that simply agree or disagree with others (i.e. "I agree). If you agree (or disagree) with a posting then say why you agree by supporting your statement with course concepts or by a related example or experience. Along these lines, each posting must add a new idea.

* Respond to and build on responses of others. You must respond to the postings of each group member at least once.

* Use proper etiquette or "netiquette" (meaning proper language, typing, as well as being respectful and appropriate in your responses).

(protocol adapted from: http://wwwnew.towson.edu/facultyonlin/isd/discussions.asp#Planning_and_Conducting)

Module Evaluation

1.  What has been the most helpful aspect(s) of the online module? (in terms of content, format, fit with your learning style, etc)

2.  What suggestions do you have to improve the module? (in terms of content, format, fit with your learning style, etc)
Although developed for a stand-alone gerontology course, this module could also be infused into required generalist courses such as Human Behavior and the Social Environment. It intersects a written assignment and an on-line discussion format with required readings and the film Up.








