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Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Department of Sociology, 
Falk College of Sport and Human Dynamics, School of Social Work 

 
Office: Aging Studies Institute 

Lyman Hall, Room 314 
Syracuse NY 13244 

E-mail address: merrils@syr.edu 
 

Present Position 
2012 -   Marjorie Cantor Professor of Aging Studies, Department of Sociology, Maxwell School of Citizenship 

and Public Affairs and Falk College, School of Social Work, Syracuse University 
 
Previous Professional Positions 
2002 - 2012 Professor of Gerontology and Sociology, University of Southern California 
1999 - 2002 Associate Professor of Gerontology, University of Southern California 
1993 - 1999 Assistant Professor of Gerontology, University of Southern California.  
1992 - 1993 Assistant Research Professor of Population Studies and Adjunct Assistant Professor of Sociology, Brown 

University. 
1989 - 1992 NIA Post-Doctoral Fellow, University of Southern California, Andrus Gerontology Center.  
1985 - 1989 Project Director and Research Associate, Columbia University, Center for the Social Sciences. 
1982 - 1983 Research Associate, New York City Department for the Aging, Division of Research and Evaluation. 
1978 - 1981 Research Associate, Community Research Applications. 
 
Education 
Ph.D.  1990 Columbia University, New York. Sociology 
M.S.W.  1978 Columbia University School of Social Work, New York. Evaluation and Research 
B.A.  1975 Queens College of the City University of New York. Psychology 
 
Honors and Awards 
2012 -          Marjorie Cantor Endowed Chair in Aging 
2010-2014     Editor, Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences (through 2014) 
2010-2013     International Fellow, Free University of Amsterdam, Department of Sociology (through 2012) 
2008          Dean’s Outstanding Faculty Award, School of Gerontology, USC 
2006-2015     Visiting Professor, Aging Research Center, Karolinska Institute, Stockholm, Sweden 
1999          Fellow, Fulbright Senior Scholars Program (Stockholm, Sweden)  
1997          Fellow, Gerontological Society of America. 
1996          Finalist, Reuben Hill Award, National Council on Family Relations 
1994          Fellow, Brookdale National Fellowship Program 
1993          Hanson Family Trust Assistant Professorship, University of Southern California, School of Gerontology. 
1989-1991     Post Doctoral Fellowship, University of Southern California, Andrus Gerontology Center.  National 
    Institute   on Aging, Multidisciplinary Training Program in Aging 
1985          Brookdale Predoctoral Fellowship for Studies on Aging (Columbia University) 
1980-1984     Paul Lazarsfeld Predoctoral Fellowship (Columbia University) 
1978          National Institute of Mental Health Fellowship (Columbia University) 
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Research Grants 
Dates   Source    Direct Cost Project Title 
6/1/15 – 5/31/17 National Institute on Aging $   275,000 Religiosity and Mortality Risk in Later Life 
           (PI) R21 
 
2/1/15 – 1/31/18 John Templeton Foundation $1,490,000 Religious Transitions, Transmissions, and  
           Trajectories, Among Baby-Boomers and their  
           Families 
 
7/1/12 – 6/30/14 Center for Aging Policy  $     50,000 Intergenerational Relationships in China (Pilot) 
 
10/01/10 - 09/30/12 National Institute on Aging $     86,000    Tools for Data Archiving the Longitudinal 
           Study of Generations (PI) R03 
 
09/15/09 - 08/31/11 National Institute on Aging  $   500,000 A Longitudinal Study of Generations and 
           Mental Health: (PI) R56 
 
07/01/11  -06/30/12 Initiative on Advancing   $     25,000 Surveying Hispanics in the Longitudinal 
     Scholarship in the Humanities    Study of Generations. 
     and Social Sciences (USC) 
           
12/1/03 - 11/30/08 National Institute on Aging  $1,520,704  A Longitudinal Study of Generations and  
           Mental Health: (PI) R01 
 
12/1/05 – 11/30/09 Binational Science Foundation    $  180,000 Intergenerational Support to the Aged in  
           Israel and the United States: (PI) 
 
1/1/07 – 11/30/07 USC U.S.- China Institute $      15,000 Population Aging in China: 
         Social, Health, and Policy Implications:(PI) 
 
02/1/04 - 01/31/07  National Institute of Child $     498,504 Well-being of Children At-Risk: 
   Health and Human Development  Grandparents as Resources: (PI) R01 
   
07/1/05 - 06/30/06 Transdisciplinary Drug Abuse  $       20,000 Family Dynamics in Drug and  
     Prevention Research Center   Alcohol Use and Abuse: (PI) 
     (NIDA) 
 
04/1/02-03/31/04 National Science Foundation $     154,297 Grandparents as Buffers of Social 
     (Sociology)     Change: (PI) 
  
09/1/00 - 8/31/04 Fogarty International Ctr (NIH) $       67,197 The Well-being of Older People in Anhui 

Province: (PI) R03 
 
12/1/03 – 11/30/05 AARP and Anonymous  $     150,000 Images of Aging in America: (PI) 
     Foundation 
 
12/1/00 - 11/30/01 Transdisciplinary Tobacco  $       20,000 Intergenerational Pathways to Tobacco 
     Use Research Center (NIDA)   Use: (PI) 
        
07/1/98 - 06/30/01 National Institute on Aging $     713,147 Grandparents Who Parent: Consequences for 

Psychological Well-Being: (Co-PI) R01 
 

07/1/98-06/30/99 Zumberge Interdisciplinary  $       25,000 Intergenerational Transmission:  
     Faculty Research Innovation    Cross-Racial/Ethnic Comparisons: (Co-PI) 
     Fund (USC) 
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07/1/98 - 06/30/99 Brookdale Foundation Small $       13,982 Family Support to Older People in the 
     Grants Program     United States, Wales, and China: (PI) 

 
07/1/96 - 6/30/98 AARP/Andrus Foundation  $      75,000  Government and Family Responsibility for the 

Elderly: Who Should Pay?: (PI) 
 
09/1/95 - 08/31/00 National Institute on Aging $     347,861 Adult Grandchild-Grandparent Relations and 

Psychological Well-being: (PI) R29 
           
07/1/94 - 06/30/95 Zumberge Faculty Research $      24,445  Intergenerational Relations and 
     Innovation Fund    Mortality Among the Elderly: (PI)   
 
12/1/90 - 11/30/91 UCLA Borun Center  $      17,000  Intergenerational Social Support and 

Psychological Well-Being Among the Elderly: 
(PI) 

Articles in Peer-reviewed Journals 
 

1. Guo, M., Chi, I, & Silverstein, M. (Forthcoming). Trajectories and determinants of eldercare in rural China during 
an 8-year period: Why having sons makes a difference. Research on Aging. 
 

2. Silverstein, M. & Wang, R. (Forthcoming). Does familism inhibit demand for long-term care? Public policy 
implications of growing ethnic diversity in the United States. Public Policy & Aging Report. 
 

3. Silverstein, M. & Heap, J. (Forthcoming). Sense of coherence changes with aging over the second half of life. 
Advances in Life Course Research. 
 

4. Cong, Z. & Silverstein, M. (Forthcoming). Older parents who coreside with their sons at the end of life in rural 
China: The role of earlier intergenerational exchanges.  Canadian Journal of Aging. 
 

5. Andel, R., Silverstein, M., & Kåreholt, I. (Forthcoming). The role of midlife occupational complexity and leisure 
activity in cognitive function in advanced old age.  Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 
 

6. Bengtson, V., Silverstein, M., Putney, N, & Harris, S. (Forthcoming). Does religiousness increase with age?  Age 
changes and generational differences over 35 years. Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion.  
 

7. Hogerbrugge, M.J.A. & Silverstein, M. (Forthcoming).. Transitions in relationships with older parents: from 
middle to later years. Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences. 
 

8. Lendon, J., Silverstein, M. & Giarrusso, R. (2014). Ambivalence in older parent-adult child relationships: Mixed 
feelings, mixed measures.  Journal of Marriage and Family. 76, 272–284. 
 

9. Hsiao, H-Y., Xu, L. Chi, I., & Silverstein, M. (2014).  Does productive role occupancy prevent depression among 
older rural Chinese adults? A latent difference score analysis. Aging & Mental Health, 18, 51-58. 
 

10. Van der Pas, S., Van Tilburg, T. G., & Silverstein, M. (2013). Stepfamilies in later life. Journal of Marriage and 
Family, 75, 1065–1069. 
 

11. Silverstein, M., Lowenstein, A., Katz, R. Gans, D., Fan, Y-K., & Oyama, P. (2013). Intergenerational support and 
emotional wellbeing of older Jews and Arabs in Israel.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 75, 950–963. 
 

12. Silverstein, M. & Cong, Z. (2013). Grandparents caring for grandchildren in rural China: The importance of 
family structure and personal resources. Generations, 37, 46-50. 
 

13. Kaptijn, R., Thomese, F., Liefbroer, A. C., Silverstein, M. (2013). Testing evolutionary theories of discriminative 
grandparental investment.  Journal of Biosocial Science, 45, 289-310. 
 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jomf.12054/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jomf.12054/abstract
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14. Cong, Z & Silverstein, M. (Forthcoming). Parents' preferred care-givers in rural China: gender, migration and 
intergenerational exchanges.  Ageing and Society. 
 

15. Lendon, J. & Silverstein, M. (2012).  Gender ideology and life course transitions of Baby Boom women. 
Advances in Life Course Research, 17, 191–198.  
 

16. Guo, M., Chi, I, & Silverstein, M.  (2012). The structure of intergenerational relations in rural China: A latent 
class analysis.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 74, 1114–1128. 
 

17. Min, J., Silverstein, M., & Gruenwald, J. (2012).  Intergenerational transmission of values over the family life 
course.  Advances in Life Course Research, 17, 112–120. 
 

18. Silverstein, M, Conroy, S. & Gans, D. (2012). Beyond solidarity, reciprocity, and altruism: Moral capital as a 
unifying concept in intergenerational support for elderly people.  Ageing and Society, 32, 1246-1262. 
 

19. Cong, Z. & Silverstein, M. (2012). A vignette study on gendered filial expectations of elders in rural China. 
Journal of Marriage and Family, 74, 510-525. 
 

20. Fingerman, K., Pillemer, K., Silverstein, M., & Suitor, J. J. (2012). The Baby Boomers' intergenerational 
relationships. The Gerontologist, 52, 199-209. 
 

21. Cong, Z. & Silverstein, M. (2012). Caring for grandchildren and intergenerational support in rural China: A 
gendered extended family perspective.  Ageing and Society, 32, 425-450. 
 

22. Cong, Z. & Silverstein, M. (2011). Parents’ depressive symptoms and support from sons and daughters in rural 
China. International Journal of Social Welfare, 20, S4-S17.  
 

23. Guo, M., Chi, I., & Silverstein, M. (2011).  Family as a context: The influence of family composition and family 
geographic dispersion on intergenerational relations among Chinese elderly.  International Journal of Social 
Welfare, 20, S18-S29.  
 

24. Agahi, N, Silverstein, M., & Parker, M. G. (2011). Late-life and earlier participation in leisure activities: Their 
importance for survival among older persons. Activities, Adaptation & Aging. 35, 210-222. 
 

25. Takagi, E. & Silverstein, M. (2011).  Purchasing piety? Coresidence of married children with their older parents 
in Japan.  Demography, 48, 1559-79. 
 

26. Yan, J., Silverstein, M., & Wilber, K. (2011). Does race and ethnicity affect aging anxiety in American baby 
boomers.  Research on Aging, 33, 361-378. 
 

27. Cong, Z. and Silverstein, M. (2011). Intergenerational exchange between parents and migrant and nonmigrant 
sons in Rural China. Journal of Marriage and Family, 73, 93-104. 
 

28. Silverstein, M., Gans, D., Lowenstein, A., Giarrusso R., & Bengtson, V. L. (2010). Older parent-child 
relationships in six nations: The intersection of affection and conflict.  Journal of Marriage and Family, 72: 1006–
1021. 

 
29. Silverstein, M. & Giarrusso, G. (2010). Aging and family life (Decade Review). Journal of Marriage and Family  

72, 1039–1058. 
 

30. Chang, E., Wilber, K. H., & Silverstein, M. (2010).  The effects of childlessness on the care and psychological 
well-being of older adults with disabilities. (Forthcoming).  Journal of Aging and Mental Health, 14, 712-719.   

 
31. Cong, Z. & Silverstein M. (2010).  Which sons live with their older parents in rural China?  The role of migration 

and intergenerational exchange.  Family Science, 1, 67-71. 
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32. Jung, Y., Peng, W., Moran, M., Jin, S. A., McLaughlin, M., Cody, M. J., Jordan-Marsh, M, Albright, J. M., & 
Silverstein, M. (2010).  Low-income minority seniors’ enrollment in a cyber café: Psychological barriers to 
crossing the digital divide.  Educational Gerontology, 36(3): 193-212.. 

 
33. Guo, M, Aranda, M., & Silverstein, M. (2009) The impact of out-migration on the intergenerational support and 

psychological well-being of older adults in rural China.  Ageing and Society, 29, 1085–1104. 
 
34. Lennartsson, C., Silverstein, M., & Fritzell, J. (2009). Time-for-money exchanges between older and younger 

generations in Swedish families. Journal of Family Issues.  OnlineFirst, published on September 8, 2009 as 
doi:10.1177/0192513X09344158 

 
35. Gans, D., Silverstein, M. & Lowenstein, A. (2009). Do religious children care more and provide more care to 

older parents? A study of filial norms and behavior across five nations. Journal of Comparative Family Studies, 
40, 187-201. 

 
36. Guo, M., Chi, I., & Silverstein, M. (2009). Intergenerational support of Chinese rural elders with migrant 

children: Does sons' or daughters' migration make a difference? Journal of Gerontological Social Work. 52, 534-
554. 
 

37. Bengtson, V., Copen, C., Putney, N., & Silverstein, M. (2009). A longitudinal study of the intergenerational 
transmission of religion. International Sociology, 24, 325. 
 

38. Goodman, C. C., Tan, P. P., Ernandes, P. & Silverstein, M. (2008). The health of grandmothers raising 
grandchildren: Does the quality of family relationships matter? Families, Systems and Health, 26, 417-430. 
 

39. Baker, L. & Silverstein, M. (2008). Utilization of preventive health care services among grandmothers raising 
grandchildren. Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 63: S304-S311 

 
40. Baker, L., Silverstein, M., and Putney (2008). Grandparents raising grandchildren in the United States: Changing 

family forms, stagnant social policies. Journal of Societal and Social Policy, 7: 53-69. 
 
41. Baker, L., & Silverstein, M. (2008) Depressive symptoms among grandparents raising grandchildren: The impact 

of participation in multiple roles. Journal of Intergenerational Relationships, 6: 285-304. 
 
42. Cong, Z. & Silverstein, M. (2008). Intergenerational support and depression among elders in rural China: Do 

daughters-in-law matter? Journal of Marriage and Family, 70: 599-612. 
 
43. Cong, Z. & Silverstein, M. (2008). Intergenerational time-for-money exchanges in rural China: Does reciprocity 

reduce depressive symptoms of older grandparents? Research in Human Development, 5: 6-25. 
 
44. Jordan-Marsh, M., Cody, M., Silverstein, M., Chin, S. Y. & Garcia, R. (2008). Assessing a self-report health 

measure for non-English-speaking elders: Issues in using the SF-36 health survey. Research on Social Work 
Practice, 18: 55-65. 

 
45. Takagi, E., Silverstein, M., & Crimmins, E. (2007) Intergenerational coresidence of older adults in Japan: 

Conditions for cultural plasticity. Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 62: S330-S339.  
 
46. Ruiz, S. & Silverstein, M. (2007). Relationships with grandparents and the emotional well-being of late 

adolescent and young adult grandchildren. Journal of Social Issues, 63: 793-808 
 
47. Copen, C. and Silverstein, M. (2007). The transmission of religious beliefs across generations: Do grandparents 

matter? Journal of Comparative Family Studies, 38: 497-510. 
 
48. Drew, L. and Silverstein, M. (2007) Grandparents’ psychological well-being after loss of contact with their 

grandchildren. Journal of Family Psychology, 21: 372-379. 
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49. Silverstein, M. (2007). Benefits of grandparents raising grandchildren. Journal of Intergenerational Relationships 
5: 12-15. 

 
50. Feng, D., Silverstein, M., Giarrusso, R., McArdle, J. J., & Bengtson, V. L. (2006). Attrition of older adults in 

longitudinal surveys: detection and correction of sample selection bias using multigenerational data. Journal of 
Gerontology: Social Sciences. 61B: S323-S328. 

 
51. Silverstein, M. and Ruiz, S. (2006). Breaking the chain: How grandparents moderate the transmission of maternal 

depression to their grandchildren. Family Relations, 55, 601–612. 
 
52. Silverstein, M., Cong, Z. & Li, S. (2006). Intergenerational transfers and living arrangements of older people in 

rural China: Consequences for psychological well-being. Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 61: S256-266. 
 
53. Gans, D. & Silverstein, M. (2006). Norms of filial responsibility for aging parents across time and generations. 

Journal of Marriage and the Family, 68, 961-976. 
 
54. Silverstein, M., Gans, D. & Yang, F. M. (2006). Filial support to aging parents: The role of norms and needs. 

Journal of Family Issues , 27, 1068-1084. 
 
55. Takagi, E. & Silverstein, M. (2006). Intergenerational coresidence of the Japanese elderly: Are cultural norms 

proactive or reactive? Research on Aging, 28, 473-492. 
 
56. Karp, A., Paillard-Borg, S., Wang, H., Silverstein, M., Winblad, B. & Fratiglioni, L. (2006). Mental, physical and 

social components in leisure activities equally contribute to decreased dementia risk. Dementia and Geriatric 
Cognitive Disorders, 21, 65-73. 

 
57. Zhang, W, Li, S. & Silverstein, M. (2005). The effects of intergenerational support on the mortality of older 

people in rural China. Asian Population Studies 1, 325 – 338. 
 
58. Goodman, C. & Silverstein, M. (2005). Latina grandmothers raising grandchildren: Acculturation and 

psychological well-being. International Journal of Aging and Human Development, 60, 305-316. 
 
59. Larsson, K. & Silverstein, M (2004). The effect of marital and parental status on informal support and service 

utilization. Journal of Aging Studies, 18: 231-244. 
 
60. Drew, L. & Silverstein, M. (2004). Intergenerational role investments of great-grandparents: Consequences for 

psychological well-being. Ageing and Society, 24: 95-111. 
 
61. Pang, E. C., Jordan-Marsh, M., Silverstein, M & Cody, M. (2003). Health-seeking behaviors of elderly Chinese 

Americans: Shifts in expectations. The Gerontologist, 43: 864-874. 
 
62. King, V., Silverstein, M, Elder, G., & Bengtson, V.L. (2003). Relations with grandparents: Big city versus rural 

heartland. Journal of Family Issues, 24: 1044-1069. 
 
63. Reynolds, S. & Silverstein, M. (2003). Observing the onset of disability in older adults. Social Science and 

Medicine, 57: 1875-1889.  
 
64. Yamaguchi, M. & Silverstein. M. (2003). The impact of acculturation and ethnic identity on the intergenerational 

relations and psychological well-being of Japanese-American elderly in a retirement residence. Hallym 
International Journal of Aging, 5: 1-17. 

 
65. Silverstein, M., Conroy, S., Wang H., Giarrusso, R, & Bengtson, V.L. (2002). Reciprocity in parent-child 

relations over the adult life course. Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences: 57: S3-S13. 
 
66. Silverstein, M. & Parker, M.G. (2002). Leisure activities and the quality of life among the oldest-old in Sweden. 

Research on Aging, 23: 349-374.  



 
 7 

 
67. Bengtson, V. L., Giarrusso, R., Mabry, J. B., & Silverstein, M. (2002). Solidarity, conflict, and ambivalence: 

Complementary or competing perspectives on intergenerational relationships? Journal of Marriage and the 
Family, 64: 568-576.  

 
68. Goodman, C. & Silverstein, M. (2002) Grandmothers raising grandchildren: Family structure and well-being in 

culturally diverse families. The Gerontologist, 42: 676-689.  
 
69. Lennartsson, C. & Silverstein, M. (2001). Does engagement with life enhance survival of the oldest old? An 

assessment of the social and leisure activities of the Swedish elderly Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 56: 
S335-S342 

 
70. Goodman C. & Silverstein, M. (2001) Grandmothers who parent their grandchildren: Affective relations across 

three generations and implications for psychological well-being. Journal of Family Issues, 22: 557-578 
 
71. Silverstein, M. & Marenco, A. (2001). How Americans enact the grandparent role. Journal of Family Issues 22: 

493-522.  
 
72. Silverstein, M., Angelelli, J..J. & Parrott, T. M. (2001). Changing attitudes toward aging policy in the United 

States during the 1980s and 1990s: A cohort analysis. Journal of Gerontology: Social Sciences 56B: S36-S43.  
 
73. Silverstein, M. & Parrott, T.M. (2001). Attitudes toward government policies that assist informal caregivers: The 

link between personal troubles and public issues. Research on Aging, 23: 349-374. 
 
74. Giarrusso, R., Feng D., Silverstein, M. & Bengtson, V. L.. (2001). Grandparent-adult grandchild affection and 

consensus: Cross-generational and cross-ethnic comparisons. Journal of Family Issue, 22: 456-477.  
 
75. Giarrusso, R., Silverstein, M., Feng, D., & Marenco, A. (2000). Primary and secondary stressors of grandparents 

raising grandchildren: Evidence from a national survey. Journal of Mental Health and Aging, 6: 291-310.  
 
76. Silverstein, M., Parrott, T. M., Angelelli, J. J. & Cook, F. L.. (2000). Solidarity and tension between age-groups in 

the United States: Challenge for an aging America in the 21st century. International Journal of Social Welfare, 9: 
270-284. 

 
77. Bengtson, V. L., Giarrusso, R., Silverstein, M. & Wang, H. (2000). Families and intergenerational relationships in 

aging societies. Hallym International Journal of Aging, 1: 3-10.  
 
78. Knight, B. G., Silverstein, M., McCallum, T. J., & Fox, L. S. (2000). A sociocultural stress and coping model for 

mental health outcomes among African American caregivers in southern California. Journal of Gerontology: 
Psychological Sciences, 55: P142-P150.  

 
79. Tabbarah, M., Silverstein, M., & Seeman, T. (2000). A demographic and health profile of noninstitutionalized 

older Americans residing in environments with home modifications. Journal of Aging and Health, 12: 204-228.  
 
80. Chen, X., & Silverstein, M. (2000). Intergenerational social support and the psychological well-being of older 

parents in China. Research on Aging, 22: 43-65.  
 
81. Silverstein, M. & Chen, X. (1999). The impact of acculturation in Mexican-American families on the quality of 

adult grandchild-grandparent relationships. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 61: 188-198.  
 
82. Silverstein, M. & Long, J. (1998). Trajectories of solidarity in adult grandchild-grandparent relationships: A 

growth curve analysis over 23 years. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 60: 912-923. 
 
83. Silverstein, M., Burholt, V., Wenger, G. C., & Bengtson, V. L. (1998). Parent-child relations among very old 

parents in Wales and the United States: A test of modernization theory. Journal of Aging Studies, 12: 387-409.  
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84. Silverstein, M. & Angelelli, J. J.. (1998). Older parents’ expectations of moving closer to children. Journal of 
Gerontology: Social Sciences, 53: S153-S163.  

 
85. Silverstein, M., Bengtson, V. L. and Lawton, L. (1997). Intergenerational solidarity and the structure of adult 

child-parent relationships in American families. American Journal of Sociology, 103: 429-460.  
 
86. Silverstein, M. & Parrott, T. (1997). Attitudes toward public support of the elderly: Does early involvement with 

grandparents moderate generational tensions? Research on Aging, 19: 108-132.  
 
87. Silverstein, M., Chen, X., & Heller, K. (1996). Too much of a good thing? Intergenerational social support and 

the psychological well-being of aging parents. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 58: 970-982.  
 
88. Giarrusso, R., Feng, D., Wang, Q. & Silverstein, M. (1996). Parenting and co-parenting of grandchildren: Effects 

on grandparents' well-being and family solidarity. International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy, 16: 124-
154.  

89. Giarrusso, R., Silverstein, M., & Bengtson, V. L. (1996). Family complexities and the grandparent role. 
Generations, 20: 17-23.  

 
90. Silverstein, M. & Zablotsky, D. (1996). Health and social precursors of later life retirement community migration. 

Journals of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 51: S150-S156.  
 
91. Silverstein, M. (1995). Stability and change in temporal distance between older parents and their children. 

Demography, 32: 29-45.  
 
92. Silverstein, M., Parrott, T. M., & Bengtson, V. L. (1995). Factors that predispose middle-aged sons and daughters 

to provide social support to older parents. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 57: 465-475.  
 
93. Lawton, L., Silverstein, M. & Bengtson, V. L. (1994). Affection, social contact and geographic distance between 

adult children and their parents. Journal of Marriage and the Family, 56: 57-68. 
 
94. Silverstein, M. & Bengtson, V. L. (1994). Does intergenerational social support influence the psychological well-

being of older parents? The contingencies of declining health and widowhood. Social Science and Medicine, 38: 
943-957.  

 
95. Silverstein M., & Litwak, E. (1993). A task specific typology of intergenerational family structure in later life. 

The Gerontologist, 33: 258-264.  
 
96. Messeri, P., Silverstein, M., & Litwak, E. (1993). Choosing optimal social supports among the elderly: A meta-

analysis of competing theoretical perspectives. Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 34: 122-137.  
 
97. Silverstein, M. & Waite, L. (1993). Are blacks more likely than whites to receive and provide social support in 

middle and old age? Yes, no, and maybe so. Journals of Gerontology: Social Sciences, 48: S212-S222.  
 
98. Silverstein, M. & Bengtson, V. L. (1991). Do close parent-child relations reduce the mortality risk of older 

parents? Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 32: 382-395.  
 
99. Litwak, E. & Silverstein, M. (1990). Helping networks among the Jewish elderly poor. Contemporary Jewry, 11: 

3-50.  
 
100. Litwak, E., Messeri, P. & Silverstein, M. (1990). The role of formal and informal groups in providing help to 

older people. Marriage and Family Review: Families in Community Settings, 15: 171-199.  
 

101. Litwak, E., Messeri, P., Wolfe, S., Gorman, S., Silverstein, M., & Guilarte, M. (1989). Organizational theory, 
social supports, and mortality rates: A theoretical convergence. American Sociological Review. 54 49-66.  

 
Books 
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1. Wilmoth, J. & Silverstein, M. (Eds.) (Forthcoming). Social Support and Service Provision to Older Adults. 

Baywood, Amityville, NY. 
 

2. Silverstein, M. and Giarrusso, R. (Eds.). (2013). Kinship and Cohort in an Aging Society: From Generation to 
Generation. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press. 

 
3. Bengtson, V. L., Silverstein, M. Putney, N., & Gans, D. (Eds.) (2008). Handbook of Theories of Aging. New 

York: Springer. 
 
4. Silverstein, M. (Ed.) (2004). Intergenerational Relations Across Time and Place. New York: Springer. 

 
 
Invited Chapters, Encyclopedia Entries, and Reviews  

 
1. Silverstein, M., London, A., & Wilmoth, J. (Forthcoming). Values of nationalism-patriotism in World War II 

veterans and their Baby-boom children:  A hidden link between the Greatest Generation and the Protest 
Generation? In Spiro, A, Settersten, R., & Aldwin, C. (Eds.). Long Term Outcomes of Military Service: 
Perspectives on Health and Well Being (APA Press). 
 

2. Silverstein, M. (Forthcoming). Gender role attitudes in social context: Historical change, generational differences, 
and family similarity. In S. Walper, V. Wendt, & F. Schmahl (Eds.) Partnership Relations in Context. New York: 
Springer. 
 

3. Silverstein, M. (2014).  A view from gerontology. In  C. L. Harington, D. D. Bielby, & A. R. Bardo (Eds.), Aging, 
Media, and Culture. Lexington: Lexington Books. 
 

4. Feng, D., Cong, Z., & Silverstein, M. (2012). Missing data and attrition. In J.T. Newsom, R.N. Jones, & S.M. 
Hofer (Eds.), Longitudinal Data Analysis: A Practical Guide for Researchers in Aging, Health, and Social 
Sciences (pp 71-96). New York, New York: Routledge. 
 

5. Morrissey, M. B., Brown-Borg, H. M., de Cabo, R., & Silverstein. M. (2011).  Responding to the IOM’s Call to 
Action to Improve Management.  The Gerontological Society of America. 2011. 
 

6. Cong, Z. & Silverstein (2011). Custodial grandparents and intergenerational support in rural China.  In K. Mehta 
& L. L. Thang (Eds.) Experiencing Grandparenthood: An Asian Perspective, Social Indicators Research Series, 
Vol. 47, New York: Springer.   doi: 10.1007/978-94-007-2303-0_1  
 

7. Silverstein, M. & Chi., I. (Eds.) (2011). Intergenerational Support for Older Chinese Adults.  Supplemental issue 
for International Journal of Social Welfare.   

 
8. Silverstein, M., & Giarrusso, R. (2011). Aging individuals, families, and societies: Micro–meso–macro linkages 

in the life course. Handbook of the Sociology of Aging.  New York: Springer. 
 
9. Baker, L. & Silverstein, M. (2012). Grandparents caring for grandchildren in contemporary China: Linchpins of 

the rural family system. In S. Arber and V. Timonen (Eds.), Contemporary Grandparenting: Changing Family 
Relationships in a Global Context. Bristol, UK: The Policy Press. 
 

10. Silverstein, M., Giarrusso, R., and Lendon, J. (Forthcoming). Ethnic and Cultural Diversity in Aging Families: 
Implications for Resource Allocation and Well-Being Across Generations.  Handbook of Families and Aging, 2nd 
Edition, Santa Barbara CA: Greenwood 
 

11. Silverstein, M. (2011).  Intergenerational relations: Global perspectives.  Encyclopedia of Global Studies, M. 
Juergensmeyer &  H. K. Anheier (Eds.). Thousand Oaks CA: Sage Publications.  
 

12. Silverstein, M. & Attias-Donfut, C. (2010) Intergenerational relationships in aging immigrant families in the 

http://www.springer.com/series/6548
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-2303-0_1
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United States and France. International Handbook of Social Gerontology.  C. Phillipson & D. Dannefer (Eds.). 
Thousand Oaks: Sage. 

 
13. Ruiz, S. & Silverstein, M. (2009). Families: Intergenerational relationships. Encyclopedia of Human 

Relationships. Harry Reis & Susan Sprecher (Eds.). Thousand Oaks CA: Sage Publications. 
 

14. Silverstein, M. (2009).  Commentary on  Intergenerational Relationships: Grandparenting. International Society 
for the Study of Human Development Bulletin (Issue #2). 

  
15. Silverstein, M. (2009). Parent-child relationships: Adulthood. Encyclopedia of the Life Course and Human 

Development. Deborah Carr (Ed.) Farmington Hills, MI: Gale Publications 
 
16. Silverstein, M. (2009). Caregiving. Encyclopedia of the Life Course and Human Development. Deborah Carr 

(Ed.) Farmington Hills, MI: Gale Publications. 
 

17. Silverstein, M. (2009). Grandchildren. Encyclopedia of the Life Course and Human Development. Deborah Carr 
(Ed.) Farmington Hills, MI: Gale Publications. 
 

18. Silverstein, M. (2009). Biography of Vern Bengtson. Encyclopedia of the Life Course and Human Development. 
Deborah Carr (Ed.) Farmington Hills, MI: Gale Publications. 
 

19. Silverstein, M. (2008). Do Bioevolutionary forces shape intergenerational transfers? Detecting evidence in 
contemporary survey data. In A. Booth. A. C. Crouter, S. M. Bianchi, & J. A. Seltzer (Eds.) Intergenerational 
Caregiving. Washington, D.C.: The Urban Institute Press.  

 
20. Silverstein M. & Conroy S. (2009). Intergenerational transmission of moral capital across the family life course. 

In U. Schoenpflug (Ed.) Cultural Transmission, New York: Cambridge University Press. 
 
21. Thorslund M. & Silverstein, M. (2008) Care for older adults in the welfare state: Theories, policies, and realities. 

Pp. 629-639 in Handbook of Theories of Aging. V. L. Bengtson, M. Silverstein, N. Putney, & D. Gans. (Eds.). 
New York: Springer. 

 
22. Bengtson, V. L., Copen, C. E., Putney, N. M. & Silverstein, M. (2008). Religion and intergenerational 

transmission over time. Pp. 305-333 in K. W. Schaie and R. P. Abeles (Eds.). Social Structures and Aging 
Individuals: Continuing Challenges. New York: Springer. 

 
23. Silverstein, M., Cong, Z. Li, S. (2007). Grandparents caring for grandchildren in rural China: Benefactors and 

beneficiaries. Pp. 55-78, in J. Powell and I. Cook (Eds.) New Perspectives on China and Ageing. New York: Nova 
Science Publications. 

 
24. Silverstein, M., Conroy, S. & Gans, D. (2007). Commitment to caring: Filial responsibility and the allocation of 

support by adult children to older mothers. In M. Szinovacz & A. Davey (Eds.) Caregiving: Cultural, Familial, 
and Societal Contexts. New York, Springer. 

 
25. Biblarz T. B., Bengtson, V L. & Silverstein, M. (2007). Intergenerational exchange and relationships. In (G. 

Ritzer, (Ed.) Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology. Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publications.  
 
26. Silverstein, M. (2006) Intergenerational conflict. In G. Ritzer (Ed.) Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology. Oxford, 

UK: Blackwell Publications.  
 
27. Silverstein, M. (2005). Intergenerational family transfers in social context. In R. Binstock, L George & J. 

Hendricks (Eds.) Handbook of Aging and the Social Sciences. San Diego: Academic Press. 
 
28. Goodman, C. & Silverstein, M. (2005). Latina grandmothers raising grandchildren: Acculturation and 

psychological well-being. In Hayslip, B. & Patrick, J. H. (Eds.) Custodial Grandparenting: Individual, Cultural, 
and Ethnic Diversity. New York: Springer. 
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29. Larsson, K, Thorslund, M & Silverstein, M. (2005). Delivering care to older people at home. In M. Johnson (Ed.) 

Cambridge Handbook of Aging. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
30. Giarrusso, R. & Silverstein, M. (2005). Intergenerational relationships. In M. Johnson (Ed.) Cambridge Handbook 

of Aging. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
31. Silverstein, M. (2004). Testing theories about intergenerational exchanges. In Bengtson, V.L. (Ed.) Sourcebook of 

Family Theory and Research Methods. Thousand Oaks CA: Sage Publications. 
 
32. Silverstein, M. & Yang F. (2004) Review of Elderly Chinese in Pacific Rim Countries: Support and Integration, I. 

Chi, J. Lubben, & N.L. Chappell (Eds.), Contemporary Gerontology. 
 
33. Silverstein, M., & Giarrusso (2003). A life-course perspective on grandparenting. In Bengtson, V. L., & 

Lowenstein, A. (Eds.). Families, Aging, and Social Supports: International Perspectives. Hawthorne, NY: Aldine 
de Gruyter. 

 
34. Silverstein, M., Bengtson, V.L., & Litwak, E. (2003). Theoretical and conceptual approaches to problems of 

families, aging, and social support. In Lowenstein, A. , Biggs, S., & Hendricks, J. (Eds.) The Need for Theory: 
Critical Approaches to Social Gerontology for the 21st Century. Amityville, NY: Baywood Publishing Company. 

 
35. Silverstein, M., & Yang, F. (2002). Coresidence of the aged. In G. L. Maddox (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Aging, 3rd 

Edition. New York: Springer. 
 
36. Silverstein, M., & Bengtson, V. L. (2001). Intergenerational solidarity and the structure of adult child-parent 

relationships in American families. In A. J. Walker, M. Manoogian-O’Dell, L. A. McGraw, & D. L. G. White 
(Eds.), Families in later life: Connections and Transitions, (pp. 53-61). Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press. 

 
37. Bengtson, V. L., Silverstein, M., Giarrusso, R., & Schmeeckle, M. (2001). The Longitudinal Study of 

Generations. In G. L. Maddox (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Aging, 3rd Edition. New York: Springer. 
 
38. Giarrusso, R., Feng, D., Silverstein, M., & Bengtson, V. L. (2001). Self in the context of the family. In K. W. 

Schaie & J. Hendricks (Eds.), The Aging Self and Social Structure. New York: Springer. 
 
39. Silverstein, M. (2000). Grandparenting research, policy, and practice: Lessons from the U.S.A. Proceedings of the 

Grandparenting in the 21st Century Conference, Family Policy Studies Centre, London, 2000. 
 
40. Silverstein, M. & Chen, X. (2000). Intergenerational social support and the psychological well-being of older 

parents in China. Pp. 392-398. Gerontological Approaches to Care for the Aged in the 21st Century. Proceedings 
of the 6th Asia/Oceania Regional Congress of Gerontology. 

 
41. Giarrusso, R., Silverstein, M., & Feng, D. (2000). Psychological costs and benefits of grandparents raising 

grandchildren: Evidence from a national survey. In C. Cox (Ed.) To Grandmother’s House We Go and Stay: The 
Issues, Needs, and Policies Affecting Grandparents Raising Grandchildren. New York: Springer. 

 
42. Silverstein, M., Giarrusso, R., & Bengtson, V. L. (1998). Intergenerational solidarity and the grandparent role. Pp. 

144-158 in M. E. Szinovacz (Ed.), Handbook of Grandparenthood. Connecticut: Greenwood Press. 
 
43. Silverstein, M. (1997). Emerging theoretical and empirical issues in the study of social support and competence in 

later life. Pp. 223-231 in S. Willis & K. W. Schaie (Eds.), Societal Mechanisms for Maintaining Competence in 
Old Age. New York: Springer. 

 
44. Bengtson, V.L., Biblarz, T., Clarke, E., Giarrusso, R., Roberts, R.E.L., Richlin-Klonsky, J., & Silverstein, M. 

(2000). Intergenerational relationships and aging: Families, cohorts, and social change. In J. M. Claire & R. M. 
Allman (Eds.), The Gerontological Prism: Developing Interdisciplinary Bridges. Amityville, NY:  Baywood 
Publishing Company. 
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45. Giarrusso, R., M. Silverstein, & Bengtson, V. L. (1995). Relationships between grandparents and grandchildren in 

American society. In J. Heckhausen & L. Krappman (Eds.), International Society for the Study of Behavioral 
Development Newsletter. Berlin: Max Planck Institute. 

 
46. Silverstein, M. & Bengtson, V. L. (1995). Review of Handbook of Aging and the Family. Contemporary 

Gerontology (1), 136-139. 
 
47. Giarrusso, R., & Silverstein, M.. (1995). Grandparent-grandchild relations. Pp. 421-422 in G. Maddox (Ed.), 

Encyclopedia of Aging, Second Edition. New York: Springer. 
 
48. Bengtson, V.L., Silverstein, M., & Giarrusso, R. (1995). The Longitudinal Study of Generations. Pp. 582-584 in 

G. Maddox (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Aging, Second Edition. New York: Springer. 
 
49. Silverstein, M., Lawton, L., & Bengtson, V. L. (1994). Types of intergenerational relations. Pp. 43-76 in R. 

Harootyan, V. L. Bengtson & M. Schlesinger (Eds.), Hidden Connections: Intergenerational Linkages in 
American Society. New York: Springer. 

 
50. Lawton, L., Silverstein, M., & Bengtson, V. (1994). Solidarity between generations in families. Pp. 19-42 in R. 

Harootyan, V. L. Bengtson & M. Schlesinger (Eds.), Hidden Connections: Intergenerational Linkages in 
American Society. New York: Springer. 
 

51. Bengtson, V.L., & Silverstein, M. (1993). Families, aging and social change: Seven agendas for 21st century 
researchers. Pp. 15-38 in G. Maddox & M. P. Lawton (Eds.), Kinship, Aging and Social Change: Annual Review 
of Gerontology and Geriatrics, Vol. 13. New York: Springer. 
 
 

Invited Lectures and Workshop/Panel Presentations, Advisory Boards 
 

1. How to Publish in Social Gerontology:  Common Pitfalls and Solutions, Webinar sponsored by the Emerging 
Scholars Professional Organization, Gerontological Society of America, February 8, 2014. 

 
2. Adult Children Providing Support to their Aging Parents: Mixed Motives over the Family Life Course. 

Max Planck Institute Conference: The Relationship Between Generations, Potsdam, Germany, February 17-18, 
2014. 

 
3. Publish or Perish?  University of Southern California, School of Social Work, March 21, 2014. 
 
4. How to Publish Workshop in the Social Sciences, UCLA, California Center for Population Research, April 19, 

2014. 
 
5. Military Service and Its Implications for Civic Engagement over the Life Course and Across Generations. 

Lifespan Military Conference, Airlie Virginia, May 8-9, 2014. 
 
6. Rural-Urban Differences in Family Dynamics of the Aged in China, Aging Research Center, Karolinska Institute 

and University of Stockholm, June 17, 2014. 

7. Network for Studies on Pensions, Aging and Retirement (NETSPAR), Scientific Council, Proposal Review, 
August 29, 2014. 

 
8. A Tale of Two Chinas: Family Change and State Policies in Rural China. The International Workshop on Social 

Support for Older Adults. Instituto Nacional de Geriatría, Mexico City, July 31-August 1, 2014. 
 
9. Social and Health Care Policy for the Aged in Rural China.  International Conference on Aging and Public 

Policy: Health Care, Urbanization and the Environment, Hangzhou, China. October 8-11, 2014. 
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10. Co-organizer (with Janet Wilmoth), Marjorie Cantor Conference, Lubin House, New York, January 16th, 

2014 
 
11. Advisory Board Meeting, Longitudinal Study of Aging in Amsterdam, March 2-4, 2014 
 
12. Advisory Board Meeting, National Social Life, Health, and Aging Project, September 9, 2014. 

 
13. The Health and Well-being of Grandparents Caring for Grandchildren in Rural China. Cornell University, 

Cornell Population Center, February 8, 2013. 
 

14. Grandparents Raising Grandchildren in Rural China.  Invited Lecture, Singapore Institute of Management, 
Gerontology Programme of Graduate Studies.  March 15, 2013. 
 

15. Grandparents Raising Grandchildren in Rural China: Changing Family Structures and Personal Resources in the 
2000s.  Invited presentation at Demographic and Institutional Change in Global Families, Academia Sinica, 
Taipei, Taiwan, March 29, 2013. 
 

16. The Health and Well-Being of Grandparents Raising Grandchildren in Rural China.  The Annual Eugene Litwak 
Honorary Lecture, Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health, Department of Sociomedical 
Sciences, April 17, 2013. 
 

17. Intergenerational Transmission of Religiosity Across Four Generations: The Long Reach of Grandparents.  
Invited presentation at Aging Families Workshop, Victoria, BC, Canada.  June 4, 2013. 
 

18. Do Remittances from Adult Children Improve Mental Health and Increase Health Care Utilization Among Older 
Adults in Rural China?  Invited presentation at Population Ageing Research Conference, Sydney, Australia.  July 
2, 2013. 
 

19. Singapore Institute of Management, Gerontology Graduate Program, External evaluator, Singapore, March 15-16, 
2013. 

 
20. Centre for Population Ageing Research, University of Sydney, Advisory Board Member, Sydney, Australia, July 

5, 2013. 

21. Network for Studies on Pensions, Aging and Retirement (NETSPAR), Scientific Council, August 8, 2013. 
 
22. Panel Analysis of Intimate Relationships and Family Dynamics (PairFam), Advisory Board Member, Munich, 

Germany, October, 10-11 2013. 
 
23.   International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics.  Workshop:  Publish or Perish: Optimizing Success for 

International Submissions, Seoul, South Korea, June 23, 2013. 
 
24. International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics. The Global Social Initiative on Ageing, Associate 

Member, Seoul, South Korea, June 23, 2013. 
 
25. American Sociological Association Section, Aging and the Life Course:  Invited presentation: Publishing in 

Social Gerontology Journals, New York, August, 10, 2013. 
 

26. Data Users Workshop for Longitudinal Study of Generations, Park City, Utah July 26-27, 2012. 
 

27. Advisory Board, Panel Study of German Families, September 10-11, 2012, Bremen Germany 
 

28. Advisor, MacArthur Network on Successful Aging, September 13, 2012, Washington DC 
 

29. Visiting scholar, Karolinska Institute, Karolinska Institute, June 11-June 21, 2012 
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30. Keynote lecture, opening of Xi’an University Center on Aging, October 11-12, Xi’an China 

 
31. Introduction to collaboration, Taiwan, Academia Sinica, March 15, Taipei, Taiwan 

 
32. Gender Role Ideology Across Age, Time, and Generations: The Case for Baby Boomer Exceptionalism.  Invited 

lecture: Baby Boomers and Family Changes in the 21st Century, Bowling Green State University (March 15, 
2011) 

 
33. Aging Families and Intergenerational Relationships.  Invited lecture: Masters Program in Gerontology, the 

Leyden Academy, Leiden, The Netherlands (December 1, 2010). 
 

34. The Older Population in Rural China:  Key to Family and National Prosperity?, Invited lecture, Temple 
University,  Department of Sociology, September 15, 2010. 

 
35. Attitudes Toward Gender Role Egalitarianism Change Across Age, Time, and Generations.  Invited lecture, 

IEAS Workshop on Family Change, Taipai, Taiwan, Oct 12, 2010. 
 

36. A Generational-Sequential Approach to Studying the Impact of Social Change on Intergenerational Relations.  
Invited lecture at Conference on Intergenerational Relationships, University of Chemnitz, Department of 
Sociology, Chemnitz, Germany, September 25, 2010. 

 
37. Older Adults in China as Custodial Grandparents: Lynchpins in the Rural Family System.  Invited lecture, 

University of Dublin, Trinity College, July 9 2010. 
 

38. International Collaborations in Social Gerontology: Lessons Learned.  Invited lecture, University of Swansea 
Wales, July 2, 2010.. 

 
39. Intergenerational Support to Older Parents: Beyond Solidarity, Reciprocity, and Altruism.  Invited lecture, 

University of South Florida, School of Aging Studies, February 15, 2010. 
 

40. The Impact of Labour Migration on Intergenerational Support Networks of Older People in Rural China.  Invited 
lecture: Seminar on Family Support Networks and Population Ageing, Doha, Qatar (June 3-4, 2009). 

 
41. Understanding Family Complexity in the Netherlands: Reflections on NKPS Research Supported by the Ties that 

Bind Program. Keynote lecture at conference Families in Flux, Madurodam, Den Haag, The Netherlands 
(November 12, 2009). 

 
42. Grandparenting East and West: The Role of Social and Economic Change. Keynote lecture at the annual 

meetings of the British Society of Gerontology, Bristol, UK (September 2-3, 2009). 
 

43. The Consequences of Family Change for Intergenerational Relationships in Later Life.  Invited lecture: 
MacArthur Foundation Research Network on an Aging Society, Coral Gables, FL (January 2009). 

 
44. Moral Capital as a Linking Concept in the Study of Intergenerational Relationships.  Invited lecture: International 

Workshop on Intergenerational Support, Haifa, Israel (November 2008). 
 

45. How Baby-Boomers in the United States Anticipate their Aging Future: Implications for the Silver Market. 
Invited lecture: The Silver Market Phenomenon, Business Opportunities and Responsibilities in the Ageing 
Society, Tokyo, Japan (October 2008). 

 
46. Grandparents and Family Well-Being in the Context of Social Change: Evidence from East and West. Keynote 

address: European Society of Family Research, Jyvaskyla, Finland (September 2008) 
 
47. Aging Families in Context and as Context: The Micro-Macro Linkage. Keynote address: Committee on Family 

Research, International Sociological Association, Newton MA (May 2008). 
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48. Grandparents Raising Grandchildren in Asia: The Case of China. Invited panelist: Who is Raising the World’s 

Children? Grandparent Caregivers: Economic, Social, and Legal Implications. AARP, Washington D.C. (April 
2008). 

 
49. Grandparenting East and West:  Implications for Health.  Invited lecture.  University of California at San 

Francisco (February 2008). 
 

50. Families, Living Arrangements, and Caregiving around the World, Presidential Symposium Panel, Gerontological 
Society of America, San Francisco (November 2007). 

 
51. The Impact of Migration on Older People and Intergenerational Relationships in Asian Countries, Invited 

Symposium for the Asia/Oceania Congress of Gerontology and Geriatrics, Beijing (October 2007). 
 
52. Intergenerational Coresidence in China and Japan. Invited panelist at symposium: USC Global Forum, Tokyo, 

Japan (October 2007). 
 
53. Panel Analysis of Intimate Relationships and Family Dynamic Workshop. Invited panelist: University of 

Chemnitz, Germany (July 2007). 
 

54. Grandparents and Their Grandchildren: Making Connections Work. Invited panelist: UCLA Center on Aging, 
Los Angeles (February 2007). 

 
55. Explaining Family Change and Variation Workshop. Invited panelist: Duke University (June 2007). 
 
56. Caring and Exchange Within and Across Generations. Invited panelist: Pennsylvania State University (October 

2006). 
 
57. Why They Care: Motives of Adult Children Who Provide Support to their Aging Parents. Aging Research Center, 

Karolinska Institute, Stockholm (June 2006).  
 
58. Aging in the United States: Attitudes and Advertisers. Invited panelist: Orange County Ad Club (March 2006).  
 
59. Alternate Generations in the Family: The Asian Perspective, Grandparenting in the United States and in Cross-

National Perspective. Singapore National University (November 2005). 
 
60. Diversity in Late Life, Vrije Universiteit of Amsterdam. Conceptualizing and Modeling Trajectories in Life 

Course Research (June 2005). 
 
61. Filial Responsibility to Older Parents over the Family Life-Course. Invited lecture, Issues in Caregiving 

Research. East Virginia Medical College (May 2005). 
 
62. Typologies of Intergenerational Relationships. Invited paper: Methodological Issues in Intergenerational 

Research. Challenges in Research on Intergenerational Family Relations, University of Michigan (May 2005). 
 
63. Beyond the Nuclear Family: The Importance of Grandparents to the Children of Working and Single Parents. 

Invited paper: Rethinking Families and Work (in honor of Phyllis Moen) Cornell University (May 2004) 
 
64. Changing Demographics, Stagnant Social Policies. Invited paper: Emerging Issues in the Balance Between 

Formal and Informal Care in an Aging America. Syracuse University (May 2004). 
 
65. Images and Perceptions of Aging. Invited paper, Beyond the Numbers: Marketing to the Mature Market. J. Walter 

Thompson. Images of Aging. New York (October 2004).  
 
66. Aging and Demographic Change in the United States. Invited lecture: Xi’an University, Center for Population 

Research, Xi’an, China (October 2004).  
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67. International Seminar on Demographic Window and Healthy Aging: Socioeconomic Challenges and 

Opportunities, IUSSP Committee on Longevity and Health, (with Zhang W. & Li, S.) The Effects of 
Intergenerational Support on Mortality of Chinese Rural Elderly. Beijing, China (September 2004). 

 
68. Hebrew Union College. Why Do Adult Children Help their Elderly Parents? Los Angeles, CA (September 2003). 
 
69. International Forum, Aging Research Center, Karolinska Institute. Growth Curve Analysis in Aging Research. 

Stockholm, Sweden (June 2002). 
 

70. NOVA. Reciprocity in Parent-Child Relations. Oslo, Norway (May 2002) 
 

71. Quantitative Cross-National Research on Aging. Types of Intergenerational Relations. Oslo, Norway (November 
2001). 

 
72. Aging Families and Social Support. Grandparents and Grandchildren in Family Systems: A Social-Developmental 

Perspective.. University of Haifa, Haifa, Israel (May 2001). 
 

73. Grandparenting in the 21st Century. Family Policy Studies Centre. Grandparenting Research, Policy, and 
Practice: Lessons From the U.S.A. London (September 2000). 

 
74. Harmonizing Social Welfare for the Aged with Socioeconomic Development. USC, School of Social Work. Cross-

cultural Considerations in Care for the Aged: A Comparison of Family and Formal Support to the Elderly in 
China, Sweden, and the United States. Los Angeles (January 2000). 

 
75. Research on Intergenerational Solidarity. German Aging Research Center. Comparative Perspectives on 

Intergenerational Solidarity. Berlin (April 2000). 
 
76. Grandparent-Grandchild Relationships in a Life-Course Perspective. Invited lecture: Center for Developmental 

Science Colloquium Series.. University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill (November 2000). 
 
Papers Presented and Symposia Organized at Professional Meetings (since 2000)  

 
1. Silverstein, M. Remittances from Adult Children and Use of Outpatient Health Care Services by Older Adults in 

Rural China. Presented at the Eastern Sociological Society, February 22-23, 2014. 
 

2. Silverstein, M.  Filial Piety Expectations of Older Adults in Rural and Urban China. International Sociological 
Association.  Yokohama, Japan, July 13-19, 2014. 
 

3. Silverstein, M. & Lee, Y.  Race and Ethnic Differences in Grandchild Care and Financial Transfers within 
Grandfamilies. Presented at the American Sociological Association, August 16-19 2014. 
 

4. Silverstein, M. & Lee, Y.  Middle Aged Grandparents in the Middle: Caring for Multiple Generations 1998-2010. 
Presented at the American Sociological Association, August 16-19 2014. 
 

5. Silverstein, M. & Cong Z. Children’s Divorce and Intergenerational Relationships in Rural China.  Presented at 
the Gerontological Society of America, November, 2014. 
 

6. Silverstein. M. Explaining the “Step-gap” in the Intergenerational Relationships of Aging Baby-boomer Parents: 
The View from Below.  Presented at the Gerontological Society of America, November, 2014. 
 

7. Silverstein, M., London, A., & Wilmoth, J. Military Service and Civic Engagement Over the Life Course and 
Across Generations. Presented at the Gerontological Society of America, November, 2014. 
 

8. Lendon, J. & Silverstein, M. Intergenerational Ambivalence in Flux: Variation within Families, across Cohorts, 
and over Time. Presented at the Gerontological Society of America, November, 2014. 
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9. Lee, Y. & Silverstein, M. Race and Ethnic Differences in Grandchild Care and Financial Transfers in 

Multigenerational Families: An Intersectional Resource Approach. Presented at the Gerontological Society of 
America, November, 2014. 
 

10. Silverstein, M. International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics.  Cultural Forces and Aging Families: A 
Reappraisal. International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics, Seoul, South Korea, June 24, 2013. 
 

11. Cong, Z.  & Silverstein, M. Children’s Divorce and their Exchanges with Older Parents in Rural China. 
International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics, Seoul, South Korea, June 25, 2013. 
 

12. Song, L., Silverstein, M. & Li, S.  The Impact of Adult Children’s Out-Migration on the Elders’ Psychological 
Well-Being in Rural China.  Gerontological Society of America, New Orleans, November 20, 2013. 
 

13. Silverstein, M. & Min, J. Is There Evidence of a Step-gap in Grandmothers Providing Care For Their 
Grandchildren? Gerontological Society of America, New Orleans, November 23, 2013. 
 

14. Min, J., Gruenewald, T. L., & Silverstein, M.  Do As I Say, Not as I Do:  The Role of Parental Attitudes and 
Behavior on Children’s Smoking. Gerontological Society of America, New Orleans, November 23, 2013. 
 

15. Silverstein, M., Discussant.  Symposium: Intergenerational Relationships and Implications for Older Adults’ 
Well-Being in Asia.  Gerontological Society of America, New Orleans, November 24, 2013. 
 

16. Silverstein, M., Discussant. Symposium: Marital Relationships in an Extended Family Context. Gerontological 
Society of America, New Orleans, November 24, 2013. 
 

17. Silverstein, M. & Cong, Z. Grandparents Caring for Grandchildren in Rural China: Cohort Change in Resources 
and Family Conditions. SU-Cornell Encore Conference, Center for Aging and Policy, Syracuse University, 
October 15, 2013. 
 

18. Silverstein, M. & Cong, Z. (2012). A Cohort Comparison of Grandparents Caring for their Grandchildren in Rural 
China. Population Association of America, San Francisco 
 

19. Silverstein, M. & Cong, Z. (2012). Grandparents Caring for Grandchildren in Rural China: Explaining Cohort 
Change.  Merril Silverstein & Zhen Cong. European Population Association, Stockholm, Sweden. 
 

20. Preconference Workshop, “How to Publish” Merril Silverstein with Richard Fortinsky, Judith L. Howe, Bob G. 
Knight, Stephen B. Kritchevsky, & Rachel Pruchno. Gerontological Society of America, November, 2012, San 
Diego. 
 

21. Kristine Ajrouch, Toni Antonucci, Ariela Lowenstein, Ruti Katz, Merril Silverstein, & James Jackson. Care 
Preferences and National Context: Arab Minorities in the U.S. and Israel,  Gerontological Society of America, 
San Diego. 
 

22. Carin Lennartsson, Johan Fritzell, & Merril Silverstein. (2012). Changing Contexts of Family and Intra-Family 
Intergenerational Support in Sweden.  Gerontological Society of America, San Diego. 
 

23. Lendon, J. & Silverstein, M. (2012). Does Ambivalence Matter? Intergenerational Ambivalence and Depression 
Over the Adult Life Course of Older Parents, Gerontological Society of America, San Diego. 
 

24. Vern Bengtson, Merril Silverstein, Jessica Lendon, Joohong Min, Norella Putney, & Susan Harris.  (2012). 
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Session Organizer, Population Association of America, 2014, Boston. 
Editors Workshop, Oxford University Press, September 27-28, 2012, Cary, North Carolina 
Regular reviewer, National Institutes of Health, Social Science and Population Studies (Quarterly meetings, 2012-2015) 
Outside member of dissertation committee, Free University of Amsterdam, Department of Sociology, May 31, 2012. 
Reviewer, research proposals on aging, Fonds National de la Recherche Luxembourg, 2012 
Strategic Planning Council member, Global Social Initiative on Ageing, International Association of Geriatrics and 

Gerontology, 2011-2012 
International Sociological Association, Research Committee on Ageing, Council Member (2003- present) 
National Archive of Computerized Data on Aging (NACDA), Council Member (2003-present) 
American Sociological Association, Section on Aging and the Life Course, Council Member (2004-07) 
General Social Survey, Committee for Module on Aging (2008-09) 
Longitudinal Aging Study Amsterdam, Free University of Amsterdam, Advisory Board  (2008-2009) 
Panel Study of Families and Partners, Chemnitz University, Advisory Board Meeting (2007) 
Society for the Study of Human Development, Steering Committee Member (2009 - present) 
Longitudinal Aging Study of Amsterdam, Advisory Board Member, Amsterdam (March 25-26, 2009). 
Keynote address to meeting of Aging in China interest group of Gerontological Society of America, (Nov. 19, 2009). 
Panel Study of Families and Partners, Bremen University, Advisory Board Meeting (July 2-3, 2009) 
 
Editorial 
 Research on Aging (2013-2015) 
 Journals of Gerontology: Social Sciences, Editorial board (2001-05) 
 Journal of Aging Issues, Editorial board (2001-02) 
 Family Relations, Editorial board (2002-05) 
 Family Science, Editorial board (2008-present)\ 
 Journal of Gerontology: Social Science, Editor-in-Chief (2010-2014). 
 
Reviewer for Scientific Journals 
 Ageing and Society 
 American Journal of Sociology 
 American Sociological Review 
 Canadian Journal on Aging 
 Demography 
 Family Relations (Editorial board, expired) 
 Family Science (Editorial board) 
 Gerontologist 
 Journal of Aging Issues (Editorial board, expired) 
 Journal of Aging and Social Policy 
 Journal of Family Issues 
 Journals of Gerontology: Psychological Sciences 
 Journals of Gerontology: Social Sciences (Editorial board, expired) 
 Journal of Health and Social Behavior 
 Journal of Marriage and Family 
 Psychology and Aging 
 Research on Aging 
 Social Forces   
 Social Science and Medicine 
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Reviewer, Grant Applications 
National Institute on Aging, Division of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Human Development II (1998) 
National Science Foundation, Division of Social Psychology (1999)  
National Institutes of Health, RHHP1 (2000) 
National Institutes of Health, Special Emphasis Panel, Intergenerational Resource Allocation (2002) 
Brookdale National Fellowship Program (2003) 
National Science Foundation of Hong Kong (2003) 
University of Michigan, Pilot grant program in aging research (2004) 
Israel Science Foundation (2005) 
National Research Fund of Luxembourg (2008) 
Strategic Public Policy Research in Hong Kong (2008) 
National Institutes of Health, Special Emphasis Panel on Population Research (2008) 
Binational Science Foundation, Israel (2008) 
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research, Division of Social Sciences (2008) 
Economic and Social Research Council, United Kingdom (2008) 

 Economic and Social Research Council, United Kingdom (2009) 
 Funcacion General, CSIC  Proyectos Cero 2011: Ageing (Spain) (2011) 
  National Institutes of Health, Social Sciences and Population Studies Review Group (2011) 
  National Institutes of Health, Special Emphasis Panel, Program Project Review (2011) 

National Institutes of Health, Social Science and Population Studies, Regular Reviewer, 2012-2016 
 
External tenure/promotion reviews 

University of Wisconsin, Sociology (2003) 
Brown University, Community Medicine (2004) 
University of Haifa, School of Social Work (2005) 
Georgia State, Sociology, Sociology (2005) 
University of Pennsylvania, College of Health Professions (2006) 
University of Utah, School of Nursing (2006) 
University of West Virginia (2007) 
University of Central Florida (2007) 
University of Haifa, School of Social Work (2008) 
King’s College London, Institute on Aging (2008) 
Rutgers University, Sociology (2009) 
University of Maryland, Sociology (2010) 
Virginia Tech, Department of Human Development (2010) 
University of Florida, Sociology (2011) 
University of Buffalo, Sociology (2011) 

 University of Texas, Sociology (2011) 
 Florida State University (2012) 
 Temple University (2012) 
 University of Kansas (2012) 
 University of Maryland (2012) 
 Haifa University (2012) 

University of London, Department of Gerontology (2013) 
Duke-National University of Singapore, Graduate Medical School (2013)   
Cornell University, Department of Sociology (2013) 
Oxford University, Department of Sociology (2013) 
University of Haifa, School of Social Work (2013) 

 
 

Other reviews 
 Reviewer of prospectus, Handbook of the Sociology of Aging (2008) 
 Reviewer of prospectus, Handbook of Aging and the Social Sciences, 2010 edition (2008) 
 
Media 
Families Are Changing, But Still Key to Happiness.  US News and World Report 

http://cms.csr.nih.gov/PeerReviewMeetings/CSRIRGDescriptionNew/PSEIRG/SSPS.htm
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http://money.usnews.com/money/personal-finance/articles/2012/04/02/families-are-changing-but-still-key-to-
happiness?s_cid=rss:families-are-changing-but-still-key-to-happiness 
 
Aging without Children, New York Times, March 25, 2011   
http://newoldage.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/03/25/aging-without-children/?hp 
 
My Parents Renew the ‘We’. New York Times, May 20, 2009   
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/21/fashion/21spy.html 
 
Pay for It Now, Pay for It Later? New York Times, June 18, 2009   
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/18/fashion/18spy.html 
 
Grandma’s on the Computer Screen, New York Times, November 26, 2008 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/27/us/27minicam.html?_r=1 
 
Older, Wiser, and Warming Bottles. Adoptive Families Magazine. January, 2008 
http://www.adoptivefamilies.com/articles.php?aid=1004 
 
Treat Your Children, and Your Parents Well.  USA TODAY, November 20, 2007 
http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2007-11-19-parents-care_N.htm 
 
Here Come the Great-Grandparents. New York Times, November 2, 2006. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/11/02/fashion/02parents.html 
 
Ask Them (All 8 of Them) About Their Grandson, New York Times, March 30, 2005. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/03/20/national/20grandparents.html 
 
Interview about Images of Aging Study, Life and Times KCET. March 3, 2005. 
http://kcet.org/lifeandtimes/archives/200503/20050303.php 
 
Community Partnerships 
Ginling Golden Age Foundation for the Elderly in China, Board of Directors  
St. Barnabas Senior Citizen Center, Internet Café Evaluation 
Project ADVANCE: Teaching Sociology of Family as a Gateway to Exploring Contentious Social Issues.  Training 
workshop for high school teachers in New York City (November 6) and Syracuse (November 15). 
 

http://money.usnews.com/money/personal-finance/articles/2012/04/02/families-are-changing-but-still-key-to-happiness?s_cid=rss:families-are-changing-but-still-key-to-happiness
http://money.usnews.com/money/personal-finance/articles/2012/04/02/families-are-changing-but-still-key-to-happiness?s_cid=rss:families-are-changing-but-still-key-to-happiness
http://newoldage.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/03/25/aging-without-children/?hp
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/21/fashion/21spy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/18/fashion/18spy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/27/us/27minicam.html?_r=1
http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2007-11-19-parents-care_N.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/11/02/fashion/02parents.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/03/20/national/20grandparents.html
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